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Preface.

The first part of this book was copied without my knowl-
edge, before the work had been completed and revised. I have
therefore been obliged to finish it as best I could, more hurriedly,
and so more briefly, than I wished. For had an undisturbed and
adequate period been allowed me for publishing it, I should have
introduced and subjoined many things about which I have been
silent. For it was while suffering under great anguish of heart
(the origin and reason of which are known to God), that, at the
entreaty of others, I began the book in England, and finished it
when an exile in Capra. From the theme on which it was pub-
lished I have called it Cur Deus Homo, and have divided it into
two short books. The first contains the objections of infidels, who
despise the Christian faith because they deem it contrary to rea-
son; and also the reply of believers; and, in fine, leaving Christ
out of view (as if nothing had ever been known of him), it proves,
by absolute reasons, the impossibility that any man should be
saved without him. Again, in the second book, likewise, as if
nothing were known of Christ, it is moreover shown by plain
reasoning and fact that human nature was ordained for this
purpose, viz., that every man should enjoy a happy immortal-
ity, both in body and in soul; and that it was necessary that this
design for which man was made should be fulfilled; but that it
could not be fulfilled unless God became man, and unless all
things were to take place which we hold with regard to Christ. I



request all who may wish to copy this book to prefix this brief
preface, with the heads of the whole work, at its commence-
ment; so that, into whosesoever hands it may fall, as he looks on
the face of it, there may be nothing in the whole body of the
work which shall escape his notice.



Book First

Chapter 1.

The question on which the whole work rests.

I have been often and most earnestly requested by many,
both personally and by letter, that I would hand down in writ-
ing the proofs of a certain doctrine of our faith, which I am ac-
customed to give to inquirers; for they say that these proofs
gratify them, and are considered sufficient. This they ask, not
for the sake of attaining to faith by means of reason, but that
they may be gladdened by understanding and meditating on
those things which they believe; and that, as far as possible, they
may be always ready to convince any one who demands of them
a reason of that hope which is in us. And this question, both
infidels are accustomed to bring up against us, ridiculing Chris-
tian simplicity as absurd; and many believers ponder it in their
hearts; for what cause or necessity, in sooth, God became man,
and by his own death, as we believe and affirm, restored life to
the world; when he might have done this, by means of some
other being, angelic or human, or merely by his will. Not only
the learned, but also many unlearned persons interest them-
selves in this inquiry and seek for its solution. Therefore, since
many desire to consider this subject, and, though it seem very
difficult in the investigation, it is yet plain to all in the solution,
and attractive for the value and beauty of the reasoning; although
what ought to be sufficient has been said by the holy fathers
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Chapter II.

How those things which are to be said should
be received.

Boso. As the right order requires us to believe the deep
things of Christian faith before we undertake to discuss them
by reason; so to my mind it appears a neglect if, after we are
established in the faith, we do not seek to understand what we
believe. Therefore, since I thus consider myself to hold the faith
of our redemption, by the prevenient grace of God, so that, even
were [unable in any way to understand what I believe, still noth-
ing could shake my constancy; I desire that you should discover
to me, what, as you know, many besides myself ask, for what
necessity and cause God, who is omnipotent, should have as-
sumed the littleness and weakness of human nature for the sake
of its renewal?

Anselm. You ask of me a thing which is above me, and
therefore I tremble to take in hand subjects too lofty for me, lest,
when some one may have thought or even seen that I do not
satisfy him, he will rather believe thatI am in error with regard
to the substance of the truth, than that my intellect is not able to
graspit.

Boso. You ought not so much to fear this, because you
should call to mind, on the other hand, that it often happensin
the discussion of some question that God opens what before lay
concealed; and that you should hope for the grace of God, be



Chapter I1I.

Objections of infidels and replies of believers.

Boso. Infidels ridiculing our simplicity charge upon us
that we do injustice and dishonor to God when we affirm that
he descended into the womb of a virgin, that he was born of
woman, that he grew on the nourishment of milk and the food
of men; and, passing over many other things which seem in-
compatible with Deity, that he endured fatigue, hunger, thirst,
stripes and crucifixion among thieves.

Anselm. We do no injustice or dishonor to God, but give
him thanks with all the heart, praising and proclaiming the in-
effable height of his compassion. For the more astonishing a
thing itis and beyond expectation, that he has restored us from
so great and deserved ills in which we were, to so great and
unmerited blessings which we had forfeited; by so much the
more has he shown his more exceeding love and tenderness to-
wards us. For did they but carefully consider bow fitly in this
way human redemption is secured, they would not ridicule our
simplicity, but would rather join with us in praising the wise
beneficence of God. For, as death came upon the human race
by the disobedience of man, it was fitting that by man’s obedi-
ence life should be restored. And, as sin, the cause of our con-
demnation, had its origin from a woman, so ought the author of
our righteousness and salvation to be born of a woman. And so
also was it proper that the devil, who, being man’s tempter, had



